Pillar O Speak 0 Awake

Poetry by Eva Counse 11



Performance Notes:
Accidentals apply only to the notes in the same register and last throughout the measure.
All trills are meant to be played with the next highest chromatic pitch, unless otherwise noted.

Pillar

There are ways I could escape.

In raptor dreams

my flesh is torn in scavenging haste
and the shreds of me travel
beak-caught, into the sky blue.

In thoughts

my body disintegrates into its
infinitesimal self,

all skin cells and eyelashes

carried away like windswept seeds.

In sun strokes

I evaporate down to bleached bones,
releasing my liquid self into the passing
clouds

to fall again as rain.

But I cannot move.

I am that Biblical salt,
enflamed crystals of curiosity
trapped in a backwards glance
stillness unforgiven.

Speak

Teach me your tongues.

Drop your words, like diamonds,
around my strangled throat

a gleaming lover’s necklace.

Cast your alphabet

into the clamp of my oyster heart
and harvest each iridescent word
from my still, submerged body.

Collect my ashes

and press them into paper

each thin, smoky sheet

another page in a waiting tome.

Transcribe me into a book of hours,
until the days fall away

and the blood-ink dries

in its silent sleeping well.

Then, I will speak through shrouds,
in screams that split stars

until the sky slips down

and catches us, illuminated.

Awake

Night’s moons have descended
into the horizon’s early blue
withdrawing their milky cloaks
behind the day’s first burning.

In the squares of gold morning

curled into the sleeping folds of each
other,

we entwine, unwilling to disentangle

our many-limbed dreams.

Cups of sunlight rest rimful
awaiting our long, yawning throats
now open to the hour breaking,
open to the stretch of day.

Leaving starshine fields,

we lean into the stroke of sun,
rising, lightened at once

by the shapes of our beginning.
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