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The Gospel of the Red-Hot Stars

Cast:
Mary Webster, soprano
Cotton Mather, Baritone
Chorus (SATB)

Orchestra: Clarinet, Violin, Guitar, Trombone, Bass, and Percussion

During the frenzy of the witch-hunts in 17" century Massachusetts, Mary Webster was accused and
convicted of witchcraft. According to several historical accounts, she was hung from a tree and left all night
to die. When she was cut down the following morning, the townspeople were shocked to find that she had
survived the hanging and was still alive. The Gospel of the Red-Hot Stars recounts the story of Mary’s
fateful night on the tree.

1. Prelude

II. The Virtuous Woman
II1. 7:00 PM — Rumor
IV. Psalm No. 3

V. 8:00 PM — The Rope

VL Interlude No. 1

VII. A Very Damnable Witchcraft

VIII. 9:00 PM — The Bonnets

IX. Psalm No. 34

X. 10:00 PM — Grace

XI. Psalm No. 42

XII. 12:00 AM — Prayer and Psalm No. 51
XIII.  Interlude No. 2

XIV. 2:00 AM — Despair

XV. The Death of Every Sin

XVI.  3:00 AM — Nightbirds

XVII. Psalm 136

XVIII. Interlude No. 3

XIX.  6:00 AM — The Gospel of the Red-Hot Stars

Libretto adapted and compiled from: “Half-Hanged Mary” by Margaret Atwood (1995), Sermons and Letters
of Cotton Mather (1650-1690), The Bay Psalm Book by Henry Ainsworth (1612).

The poem “Half-Hanged Mary” is from the poetry collection Morning in the Burned House by Margaret
Atwood © 1995 Margaret Atwood, published in the U.S. by Houghton Mifflin. Adapted with permission of
the author.

More information: www.tombakercomposer.com For parts: tom@tombakercomposer.com






I. Prelude

(Empty stage, lights go down, prelude begins.)

I 3 0 n
Clarinet ) Free Improv : .
D | Structural PC | (B) |(D#) (G)
Violin é f
Guitar § : |
Trombone ‘): E |
Bass 9: E I
Drums D E '
(Cotton Mather enters, walking directly to his station, sits.)
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ClL
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(Mary Webster, accompanied by the chorus, walks slowly onto stage.
She is led to her station by the chorus, who linger for a short time, then move to their station.)
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II. The Virtuous Woman
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Careful she likewise is
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It may then be said of a virtuous

in the virtuous woman.

other fears

sometimes extinguishes)
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III. Rumor
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VI. Interlude No. 1

(free improv following intensity shapes, using structural pitches noted)
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LAY X LAY X LA 1 e
T T T | 17 1T | |
! ! [ 4 |4 |4 T [
: : : Well God, now that I'm up here
bowed cymbal X X X
1 1 1
= 1 1 1
Drums [} = O = Small Percussion
<
— 9 9 L) ~ [}
) — \ \ . N
P A oy i i I\ N | N |} N T N | N | N T
MW |Hfa——H —1 N— S T s o I —7 S
ANV | | N | | NITYV | | YV T X X X X o X
Q) I 1 X v X v X T —— byl
with time to kill a-way from the dai-I fin-ger-work, ___ leg work, work at the hen le-vel,
y y g 2
Drums |Hj
<
o] :
, -~ ' 25 '
e ’
P ——— -
MW | <o W | | | - I )” vy IJ | I | | | | | HXI
S X X X 19D7¢ aX ID7¢ X X X X X hal
Q) T | b 1
we can con-tin - ue our quar - rel, the one a-bout free will.
Drums | Transition to ¥
- full set
o
/h' | ——3— ’ N I\ [ |,| # I-.m,
)’ A X [y X | —_— vy N 1 1 N | | [-TaY A
MV | = K m
ANV 1 1 | | | 4 174 | WA 1 | 1 1] - bl 1 — T T
Py} —_—— T 4 14 |4 T |4 Y
Is it my choice that I'm dang-ling____ like a tur-key's wat-tles___  from this tree?
bowed cymbal
Drums |Hf—e 5 Small Percussion
=
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Drums

MW
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y 4N 17 N N N N N N | N N N N N | -
| fan Y @ 17 1 1 I 11 | | 11 11 17 | 1 |
;)" — o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 4 e —
If na-ture is your al - pha - bet, what let-ter is this rope?
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PN
C full set.
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r 1 . L)
_ ) A A [
P A I | AT | A 1\ |
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o 4 |4 |4
Does my twis-ting bo - dy_—
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~ ) I\ A ~ —3— .
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[ fan Y LaraY X Fa X 1 | - TA | 0~ | I ] ] 1 1 1 kol |
ANV 1] 1] | 1 L | 1 | 1 | | | | | | 1 1
P3) 1% T Y 14 | 14 T T [—— T 14
spell _  out__ Grace? I hurt, there - fore I am. Faith, Cha-ri-ty__ and Hope
=
’ 9
) | [T | — ) N \ N I
)’ A X X X WX DX X ). X [-TaY N N N |
Y 4\ | | | 17 1 117 | 1 1 1 1 Fa) | 11 I} 11 1]
| o W 1 1 1 | 1 1 | WA | | | | 1] | ) V) o X
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are threedead an - gels fal -ling like me - te - ors__ a - cross the  pro - found blank
=
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9 T
_ f) )
)’ A ~ i
Y 4\ | | T -
| <o W | |
ANV = 1
O ® 2 o
sky of your face.
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XI. Psalm No. 42
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ANV I s 3
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V 1
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b’ 4 % oy — — [y = I/
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Q) T T T T T — — T |4 T
Like as the deer for wa - ter streams doth ___ bray,
A mp 3x
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Alto ’I"\“ "t : 1 I (,) 1 I 1 1 1 = 3 1 1 1 IAY 1 0’, : "l'
D4  m—— L S— — S — — — r —" o
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Like as the deer for wa - ter streams doth____ bray,
mp
o) | | | | | p— | A | 3x
Ten ’A\V “’i S il I {; il I 1 1 1 % 1 1 1 1 1 5 “’i
: v.;)r‘) Z1E = % = I — r — o % %
Like as the deer for wa - ter streams doth ___ bray,
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oyl ! A S — = 23
Bass —H: T — e —R— ; s y A
= v/ T " m— 1o % %
Like as the deer for wa - ter streams doth____ bray,
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Alto Y 4 > 3 I I A 0 ) I I I I I s 3 I I I 1A I !’) I Q’J I I I I\] I - "’l
W—H—d—ﬁo ™ " — — . S S E— " ' 4
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Like as the deer—_ for wa-ter streams doth____ bray de-sir - ous - ly__{

fr— | A | | | |
4 I I I B I )] I N ] I I I k= 3
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En so de - sir - ous - ly - oh God my soul
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En so de - sir - ous - ly - oh God my soul
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XII. Prayer

freely
_ 9 gu ~
Mary Webster "'\D = = s ﬁlpiﬁmmﬁzl ! ! ! ! ! ! !
) 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 T
Ac -| cord -ing to your lov - ing Kind - ness.
AC-M. mp 7™ Chorus ) C.M.
C' Mather ’{ N A A A\ N A N I (7] It I I It I I I It n (7] A
N e, —,,,——————————— —h
~e #i #i v o o o 5 g fo ¢ ¢ & ¢ 4 4 "
Have mer-cy up-on us oh God. Ac - cord -ing to your lov - ing kind - ness. Ac -
(C. M. part sounds 8vb)
— 9 _ 7N\
MW 7. - ﬂmqm:
"D - 1 1 1 1 1 I
Py) 14 14 14 14 14 T
Blot out our trans - gres - sions.
Chorus
~ -
CM "\o N A A A A A A N N A N A I y 2 It I y 2
Chorus [ fan Y 1 IR 1\ 1A 1 IR IAY 1 1 IR 1\ 1 I PN i\‘ :\\ Ih\ i\‘ i\‘ i PN
~e #i v v & o 9 9 ¢ 9 9 o o e & o ¢ ¢
cord -ing to the mul - ti - tude of your ten - der mer - cies. Blot out our trans - gres - sions.
_ ) o) ~
P A Y
MW [ = i= —— =
A1V 1 1 1 1 I
PY) 14 14 14 14 T
Cleanse us from  our sin.
) ~ )
CM I‘\o N N A A A A 1\ I y 2 I I It
Chorus fey—N N N N N ! N I & K K K K t -
AV A ) I | | | I | I 1] 1] 1] 1] I
~e¢ 1® 4 ’ [ 14 a » L4 fo & P P -
Wash  us from  our in - iq - ui - ty. Cleanse us from  our sin.
)
MW [ = 4
\Q)\} ‘i‘
PP  whispered, varying tempos (not in unison)
CM. £} | Have mercy on us oh God. According to your loving kindess. -
Chorus  |{&3=] According to the multitude of your tender mercies. Z
~e) |Blot out our transgressions. Wash us from our iniquity. Cleanse us from our sin.
5], +w
mp
_ A ——5———— —5— r 5 J
MW | oo oo 9o o o o.. - 9iis o o » - — e ——— ) X
|V I 1/ef [ [ |V I I PN L |V _4__
O == ¢ 7R ————— e p g
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Out of my mouth is com-ing a | thin gnaw-ing sound which | you could con-fuse with prayer but
CM. ,A? X 0]
Chorus X4 ”/
~e
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May-be its more like be-ing stran-gled___ than I once thought.____
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May-be its a gasp
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for air prayer.
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1 o9
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There is on - ly___ one prayer,__
o}
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Chorus B4 4
~e
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—— T —— ——
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H : E I I I | Vi = | 3 I' /A : 11 I I I' I I I IV
it is not the knees in theclean night-gown____ on the hooked rug "I want this" "T want that"____
o) | e

oh, far  be-yond. Call it please. Call it mer - cy.
9 A t  — ) ]
MY e F X £ = |
J —= | '
Call it not yet, not yet.
evenly and quickly slower
~ o)
h A A A A A A A A 4 It I It 2D
)’ A AY A A A A A A) [\ I\ AY A) A AY A) A I I N N N I 1
Mw Y 4 X I‘(’ ! I‘(’ I‘(’ I\l I\’ 1X 1X X 1X { I‘(’ I‘(’ I y 2 I 1] 17 1] I 1
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as heav-en threat-ens to ex-plode in-wards in fire and shred-ded flesh, the an - gels "caw."
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XIII. Interlude 2
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XIV. Despair

3x

o)
b A % %
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IS 3 x x
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D : %
: Z— - 0 On = 3
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IS 3 sy 0 ] > 3 X
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I'm re-duced to knot-ted mus-cle.—| Blood bul-ges in my skull, |
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=
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)
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Death sits on my should-er like a crow wait-ing for my squeezed beet of a heart to burst
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so he can eat my eyes or like a judge mut-ter-ing a-bout sluts and pun-ish-ment ___
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XV. The Death of Every Sin
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XVI. Nightbirds

Each bar is approx. 10 seconds
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**murmur technique: using pitches (in any octave) as a starting point, create a continuous texture with circular breathing

and fast trills and tremolos using notes and multiphonics.
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XVII. Psalm No. 136
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XVIII. Interlude 3
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XIX. The Gospel of the Red-Hot Stars
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